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ILLINOIS WOMAN BREAKS THE MOLD 
TO BECOME AREA'S FIRST TOOL-AND-DIE 


CHICAGO--When labor and management representatives of the 
Sealmaster Bearings Company in Aurora, I1ll., approached Roberta 
Shouse about applying for an apprenticeship as a tool-and-die 
maker four years ago, the married mother of two had serious 
reservations. 


"It was really a tough decision," she says. "I knew it 
meant going back to school for hard math courses and others, and 
I knew it was going to take a lot of time away from my family." 


What Shouse didn't know was that upon her graduation she 
would become the first female journeyman tool-and-die maker 
‘registered by the U.S. Labor Department's Bureau of 
Apprenticeship and Training in a multi-county Illinois area 
called Fox Valley. Nationally, less than two percent of 
registered tool-and-die makers are women. 


Shouse gives much of the credit for her completion of the 
four-year program to her family. "My husband understood what it 
would mean for us and took over most of the family 


responsibilities. He cooked, did the washing and looked after 
the kids," she smiles. 


Learning to be a tool-and-die maker required 8000 hours of 
on-the-job training and nearly 600 hours of classroom work, 
resulting in some long, hard days. Shouse's husband "kept on all 
three of us to get in there and do our homework," Shouse says. 
The Shouse children are ages 14 and 12. 


Both Sealmaster and the United Auto Workers had 
representatives on the Joint Apprenticeship Committee at the 
company. Jeanette Elliott, the Labor Department's apprenticeship 
and training representative for the area, said their cooperation 
is what made Shouse's training possible. "The United Auto 
Workers is interested in seeing its members succeed," Elliott 
says, “and over the years Sealmaster management has proven it 
believes in giving employees the opportunity to upgrade 
themselves." 
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STATE AND METROPOLITAN AREA EMPLOYMENT 
AND UNEMPLOYMENT: OCTOBER 1988 


WASHINGTON -- Nonfarm payaroll employment was higher in October 1988 
than a year earlier in 48 states and the District of Columbia, according 
to the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the U.S. Department of Labor. Un- 
employment rates declined in 38 states and the District of Columbia over 
the same period. The national unemployment rate for civilian workers, 
not seasonally adjusted, was down 0.7 percentage point over the year, 
from 5.7 to 5.0 percent. 


Because the data for individual states and areas are not adjusted for 
seasonality, comparisons in this release are limited to changes from the 
same month a year earlier. Over-the-month comparisons may be affected by 
seasonal changes and thus could present a misleading picture of underlying 
economic trends. 


Unemployment 


Seven states and the District of Columbia reported over-the-year 
declines of 1 percentage point or more in their unemployment rate. The 
largest were in Idaho (1.6 percentage points) and Washington (1.5 points). 
Four states had over-the-year increases exceeding 0.5 percentage 
point--Arizona, Maryland, North Dakota, and South Dakota. About half of 
the states had unemployment rates within 1 percentage point of the national 
rate (4 to 6 percent). 


Fourteen states had October unemployment rates below 4 percent. Three 
New England states--Maine, New Hampshire, and Vermont tied for the nation’s 
lowest rate--2.3 percent. Four states had rates of 8 percent or 
more--Louisiana (9.5 percent), West Virginia (8.8 percent), Alaska (8.4 
percent), and Mississippi (8.0 percent). (See the map.) 


Of the 251 metropolitan areas for which October data are available, 46 
had over-the~year decreases in their unemployment rate of 1 percentage 
point or more, and eight had increases of that magnitude. Eighty areas had 
rates below 4 percent, while 25 had rates of 8 percent or higher. The 
lowest rates were in Portland, Me. (1.3 percent), 
Portsmouth-Dover-Rochester, N.H. (1.5 percent), and Burlington, Vt. (1.7 
percent). McAllen-Edinburg-Mission, Tex. (16.5 percent), 
Brownsville-Harlingen, Tex. (11.8 percent), and Flint, Mich., and Laredo, 
Tex. (both at 11.7 percent) had the highest rates. (See table 3.) 


Employment 


Nonfarm payroll employment, as measured by the monthly survey of 
nonagricultural establishments, rose by 2 percent or more between October 
1987 and 1988 in 26 states and the District of Columbia. The largest 
percentage gains occurred in Nevada (6.6 percent), Oregon (4.9 percent), 
Washington (4.7 percent), and New Hampshire and Virginia (both 4.5 
percent). California (410,000) and Florida (200,000) had the largest 
numerical increases in over-the-year employment. 
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Employment 


Nonfarm payroll employment, as measured by the monthly survey of 
nonagricultural establishments, rose by 2 percent or more between October 


1987 and 1988 in 26 states and the District of Columbia. The largest 


percentage gains occurred in Nevada (6.6 percent), Oregon (4.9 percent), 
Washington (4.7 percent), and New Hampshire and Virginia (both 4.5 
percent). California (410,000) and Florida (200,000) had the largest 
numerical increases in over-the~-year employment. 


Virtually every state reported over-the-year gains in services, while 
over three-fourths had increases in transportation and public utilities; 
trade; finance, insurance, and real estate; and government. About 


two-thirds of the states continued to report over-the-year increases in 
manufacturing. 
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Table 1. Civilian labor force and unemployment by State 
(UMumbers in thousands) 
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Table 3. Unemployment rates by State end selected netropoliten sreas 
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Table 3. Unemployment rates by State and selected netropolitan areas-Continued 
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Week of December 26, 1988 
PRODUCER PRICE INDEXES--NOVEMBER 1988 


WASHINGTON -- The Producer Price Index for Finished Goods moved up 
0.3 percent from October to November seasonally adjusted, the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics of the U.S. Department of Labor reported. This followed 
no change in October and a 0.4 percent increase in September, and was 
the same as the average monthly increase so far this year. The index 
for intermediate goods, which had also shown on change in October after 
rising 0.4 percent in September, advanced 0.5 percent in November. 
Prices received by domestic producers of crude goods dropped 3.1 percent 
over the month, far more than in either of the 2 preceding months. 


Among finished goods, the index for energy goods climbed much more 
than in October. Consumer food prices, which had inched down in October, 
were unchanged in November. The index for finished goods other than foods 
and energy turned up after a small decrease a month earlier. 


Before seasonal adjustment, the Producer Price Index for Finished 
Goods moved up 0.4 percent in November to 109.7 (1982=100). Over the 12 
months ended in November, the Finished Goods Frice Index advanced 3.2 
percent. During this same period, consumer food prices increased 4.6 
percent, the index for finished energy goods fell 4.3 percent, prices for 
consumer goods other than foods and energy rose 4.2 percent, and capital 
equipment prices were up 3.1 percent. The Producer Price Index for 
Intermediate Goods ciimbed 5.4 percent from November 1987 to November 1988, 
while the index for Crude Goods was 0.7 percent lower than a year earlier. 
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FILLERS FROM THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 


"The companies that are going to succeed in the future 
are the companies with the best people, which may be even more 
important perhaps than having the best product. But if you sit 
there and wait for them to come in, it's just not going to 
happen. You have to work at it, really work at it." --Stan 
Stein, senior vice president for personnel, McDonald's Corp., 
quoted in a new U.S. Labor Department publication, "Opportunity 
2000." 


# # # 


As the number of young entrants into the workforce decline 
during the remainder of the century, companies will have to look 
increasingly to older workers to solve their labor needs, 
according to "Opportunity 2000," a new publication by the U.S. 
Labor Department. Between now and the year 2000, the number of 
workers age 20-24 will decrease by 14 percent, and workers age 
25-34 will decline by 14.6 percent. Meanwhile, the number of 
workers above age 45 will increase significantly, the publication 
says. 


Companies that take action to attract and/or retain older 
workers will find themselves far better equipped than their 
competitors to deal with America's burgeoning shortage of skilled 
labor, according to "Opportunity 2000," a new publication by the 
U.S. Labor Department. 
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